Breath of Life

An Opera in Two Acts
Music by J. Todd Frazier
Libretto by Michael Remson

“Breath of Life” was conceived by ]. Todd Frazier in response to watching his father, Dr. O. H.
Frazier, perform a heart transplant procedure at the Texas Heart Institute in Houston, TX.
Informing the central themes of the work were interviews and conversations with recipient
Reverend Robert Browne and surgeon Dr. O. H. Frazier. Inspired by real events, people and
situations, the work responds to aspects of the procedure that defy science, challenge
spiritual views, and require “leaps of faith” from all involved. It is an example of medicine as

an applied art and not a science.

LI - H]E -




Breath of Life

An Opera in Two Acts
Music by . Todd Frazier
Libretto by Michael Remson

For 10 solo voices and *piano, cello, and clarinet
(separate chorus optional)
(*piano reduction version)

Written in Honor of Dr. O. H. Frazier and Dedicated to the Memory of
Ruth Popper, Rev. Bob Browne, Claude Duthuit and James Bowers.

Support provided by the Powell and McNair Foundations of Houston, TX and
The City of Houston through the Houston Arts Alliance.

Setting: A Hospital, Houston, TX, 1982.

The Set: In the center of the stage is the Operating Room. There is appropriate machinery,
including a bypass machine, heart monitor, defibrillator and intravenous stand/bag, all
surrounding a gurney. Directly above the O.R. and further upstage on a raised platform with
several chairs is the Observation Deck. Cast members in the Observation Deck should be able
to easily see into the O.R., be seen by cast members from the O.R., and be seen by the audience.
Upstage right is the Hospital Chapel. A large cross, not depicting the crucifixion, is seen
suspended. Beneath and behind it, a prie dieu for kneeling in prayer (facing the audience) can
be seen. Further upstage, chairs and/or a pew. While it is not as sterile as the rest of the
surroundings, the Chapel should be utilitarian. Upstage left is the Patient’s Room and a small
adjoining Vestibule (located between the O.R. and Patient’s Room with a chair or bench). The
Patient's Room is white, if possible, and includes a hospital style bed, a table next to it and a
chair for visitors. The room should also include machinery for monitoring the progress of the
Patient, including an intravenous stand/bag and heart monitor. The entire set should represent a
clinical detachment from the emotional events that take place within it. The area furthest
downstage, in front of the set and spanning the width of the set is where the Act Il “Dream
Scene” occurs, and should remain clear and free of obstruction, aside from a chair or bench that
may be brought in between acts for the Donor and Patient to integrate into their scene.



Program Notes

In general, this is a story about advances in medicine meeting, in an unprecedented way, ethical and spiritual
challenges, through this most dramatic and transformative procedure — a heart transplant.

More specifically, it is a story of a man who is extremely ill, and who's only chance to live, as he sees it, is
through another human’s tragic death. He has already lost a child five years before and subsequently his
relationship with his wife deteriorated, so he has no one, and though sick, and afraid of death, is conflicted, and
does not know if he deserves or wants a second chance.

And because this procedure impacts so many, those who receive a second chance, those who provide a second
chance, and everyone supporting the process, it is also the simultaneous stories of:

- adonor’s mother struggling to come to terms with what has just happened to her family and whether it is
spiritually right as a Christian to donate her young daughter’s heart, asking the hospital priest, "what
does God want me to do?" and "Father, can't you decide for me?"

- adoctor’s training being put to the test, being brought to the point where medical skills and textbook
definitions stop, where he must put his faith and experience in the art of his field.

- aresident, who, because of her heritage from Japan and its Shinto influence, believes that taking a heart
would be like taking a soul and would affect the afterlife. She struggles with what it means to put one’s
heart in another, what her role should be in assisting the doctor, and how far her faith will allow her to
be part of the process.

For the procedure to be successful and for life and spirit to be renewed, all the characters, reacting under the
most extreme situations, are required to take a leap of faith - they are forced to confront their most personal
beliefs and open themselves to new interpretations. The opera tells the story of these
interdependent/interlocking leaps of faith.

For Director/Cast/Musicians

What must evolve in each character?

- for the mother, the choice must be for her daughter to give the gift of life, to capture a window of time
where she has an opportunity to affect a miracle for another.

- for the patient, listening to his conscience and learning how to forgive, for accepting the past and the
potential of the future, for receiving both the blessing, challenge, and responsibility of accepting another
life.

- for the doctor, to realize that, at a certain point, his medical training may not be enough, he will need to
allow his instinct and his faith in the natural tendencies of nature, anatomy, and life, lead his healing.

- for the resident, to realize that there may be another purpose to this procedure - maybe it is not the
killing of two people - but the giving of life to both, an opportunity to affect two miracles.

The most pivotal scene in the opera is in the second act, where the patient and donor meet and the final leap of
faith is entered into - a daring attempt at the giving and union of life, into. How all the characters deal with their
individual challenges is what drives the drama, pacing and suspense of the opera, a unique and inspiring story
based on real events.



Donor
age: 13
dress: casual

Mother

Nurse 1/2
Orderly
ages: any
dress:
surgical
scrubs
Wife
age: 50's
dress: casual

Resident
age: late 20's
dress: white
coat over
scrubs

Priest
age: 30's
dress:
traditional
black with
white collar

Doctor
age: 40's
dress: white
coat over
scrubs

Patient
age: 60's
dress: Act I
patient's
gown, Act IT
semi casual

Chorus

Piano

Breath of Life

Prelude

(Opening musical material, played in darkness, includes the hymn
"Breathe on me Breath of God," and segues directly into Act I)

J. Todd Frazier, music
Michael Remson, libretto
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Lights fade up. The action is fluid. It is important that while one set of characters may be singing and maintaining the focus of the

audience’s attention that the action not stop among the remaining performers. Initially, the stage is filled with activity. In the Operating
Room the Nurses and Orderly are setting up needed materials, stacking and sorting neatly. In the Patient’s Room, the Patient is visible. He
is in bed and connected to an IV and heart monitor. In the Chapel, we find the Donor’s Mother sitting in one of the chairs, alternately with
her head buried in her hands and praying.



Mother

Nurse

M

Patient

Pno.

Act ]

— >X<begin Act I dialogue, overlapping slightly with orchestra
52 . . -~
A e ———  —  —. n
)’ A 0 .
y AR — -
{ey
AN 0 D
Q) ~ v/
)
rax /)
) - - - P 4
7 (4.}
A\,
D)

* Doctor: (about to enter the OR, he sees the Priest, who is making his way to the Chapel, and stops him) Father... have you spoken to the family yet?

Priest: (startled and a little nervous) Yes, but only breifly... her Mother is praying in the Chapel.

Doctor: Secure the Donor as soon as possible... it's the only way we can keep our Patient alive.

Priest: I will do my best.

Doctor: Thank you Father (Doctor enters OR and Priest continues toward the Chapel. Priest waits outside the entrance until the Mother's prayer
is ended. He references and marks pages in his Bible while waiting. The Doctor begins surveying the OR and anxiously running through a mental
checklist, to himself) Anesthesia... Heart monitor... O K... This bypass machine should be checked... (To Nurse 2, who is in the OR checking on
supplies) Nurse?

Nurse 2: Yes Doctor?

Doctor: Make sure this machine is thoroughly tested. Call a technician please.

Nurse 2: Yes, Doctor. (She continues what she is doing)

Doctor: (Noticing her lack of response) Nurse?

Nurse 2: Yes?

Doctor: (raising his voice) Do it Now!
(Nurse 2 leaves her job unfinished, at the same time Nurse 1 and Orderly enter the Patient’s Room. They prepare to draw blood.)

Patient: Not again! I don’t have any veins left!

Nurse 1: (Humoring him) Of course you do. Now, hold still...
Patient: (Frustrated and irritable) All this poking and prodding!
Nurse 1: (in the process of drawing blood) Just another moment.

Patient: All this fuss... For a dying man! The focus now shifts to the Chapel. The Donor’s Mother is kneeling

on the prie-dieu. She takes her head away from her hands, crosses
herself and prays. As the Mother continues to pray, the action in
other spaces continues.

Nurse 1: (Humoring him) You’re not dying.

Patient: (Pointing to the machines) I'm (not?)
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Mother

Pno.

J

As the Doctor continues to check the machinery in

94 the Operating Room, Nurse 2, who he just sent

out, re-enters with the Resident
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Doctor: (Not looking up) Did you bring the technicianI ~ Pno.

asked for?

Nurse 2: (awkwardly) Doctor?

Doctor: (not looking up) Tell him to test the bypass

machine.

Nurse 2: (trying to get his attention)
Doctor... Your Resident is here.

Doctor: (Changing tone abruptly, he welcomes her,

Nurse 2 leaves)

I'm sorry! My mistake! I'm glad you're here.
This procedure will be very exciting for you.
Have you heard what we’re planning?

Resident: I’ve heard rumors.

Pno.

Doctor: We have a potential Donor and I'm certain the

Priest will get the proper consent very soon...
I've been hoping this chance would come.
My first Heart transplant...

Mother

Resident: Congratulations Doctor... and are you sure

about the consent?

Doctor: You have to think positive.

The Priest should be securing the Heart as we speak...

We did all we could for the Donor.
And for the Patient...
This is his only hope...

Resident: (unsure) 1 see...

Doctor: I'm lucky you were on call!
Your superiors speak very highly of you...

Resident: (initially more excited) You honor me
Doctor... But... I must tell you,

I never thought I would be involved in

this kind of procedure, it's so rare, its not even
considered it in Japan.

Doctor: Really... I can't imagine why?...
Don't be concerned...You come highly

recommended... (changing the subject)
Can I ask you something?

Resident: Of course...

Mother

Mother

Mother

Doctor: I've asked the Patient's Wife to come to the
hospital. They’re separated, but she is next of kin, and

I don't think he ever told her how sick he was... I'm not
so good with the families, and she's bound to be

over-emotional...

Mother
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Resident: (eagerly) I'm happy to take care of her.
The Doctor exits backstage and the Resident is alone in the Operating Room

Doctor: (grateful) Thank you... (then, remembering) where she reviews various charts/x-rays and awaits the Doctors return. The
I should check on our Donor now... focus shifts to the Chapel/Donor's Mother. The Priest is waiting outside the
Make sure you review all the charts... Chapel. When the Mother's prayer is concluded, the Priest enters.

Resident: Of course.
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The focus shifts to the Operating Room where the
Resident stands alone, waiting.
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... at the same time, Nurse 2 enters the Patient’s Room (focus on both areas). The Doctor tries to
signal the Priest a few times before he catches his attention.
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Patient: Nurse #2: (still sing-songy) (Degradingly, Nurse 2 pats him

(still swallowing) But it’s so good on the head and begins to exit.)
This stuff tastes awful. for your insides‘. Patient: Wait... (She stops) Please...
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Patient (cont.): I didn't ask for this you know.

Nurse 2: (after a pause, more comforting)
No one asks to be sick.

Patient: (frustrated) Not that... (calming) I mean... I'm not sure I

want this... (motioning around to the 1V and

monitor) Any of this...

Nurse 2: (approaching, more serious) You need a new Heart...

Patient: (pause, considering) But why me?

Nurse 2: (lighter, almost reciting) We don't really know why... genes, lifestyle... stress... a virus or even a traumatic event...
Patient: (Trying to joke with her) Hm, how do you know me so well?

Nurse 2: (wanting to go deeper but then cautious) I'm sorry... I didn't mean to be so personal. (she begins to leave)
Patient: (wanting to talk more) No... stay... (she stays, then, after a beat) Whose is it?

Nurse 2: Who?

Patient: (he becomes quiet, searching, reflecting) The Heart... Where did it come from?

Nurse 2: (after a pause, deflecting) These things are kept confidential... Have you asked the Doctor?

Patient: (frustrated) No... He’s too preoccupied... Not much on bedside manner, is he? (pause, then pleading) Please... I'm entitled to
know something.

Nurse 2: (reluctant, but feeling for the Patient) 1 only know it's a Girl... a young Girl...
Patient: (after a pause, reacting deeply, what's happening to him has now touched on something deeper) A Girl?

Nurse 2: (Sensing that she has crossed the line) That's all I know... and all you need to (know.)

(Nurse 2 leaves quickly, but remains in the Vestibule and listens, as she is now

concerned about the Patient's emotional state.) (Focus shifts to include the Chapel,
where the Priest and Mother are

still together, but action continues
=42 J in Patient room and vestibule)
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(Nurse 2 is concerned, almost re-enters Patient's room, but stops herself)

(Mother is still emotional... she shows the Priest a photograph, but does not give it to him)

(Mother now holds photo close)

=94 %Mf T~ pocorit. a tempo rit. N
121 > R -
_ A p . mp f;_A/_ 3 _ 9
>4 T T " ] T o G Y IS I 4 >y i
y J— i i f — T — I 20 - f o ) 97 T o -y T4
| | i I J | P V] | I Al | I ud TR
[ o i | 1 r— 1 I s | I i T
#ﬁ} o e ! ! . ! |
She was SO beauti ful Just a Girl, just a
b’ 4 T D) = i
e B — e e - = = &
\'8_)\/ 1 } — i s 3 ¢y
Yes she was
»p
ya O T T = i
&)~ — i - i - ) ) - T4
7 i i i % TR
I ] 1 1 I 3 ¢y
> v~/
o~ 4
i 0 Q
. (o]
Y fe.
e
| | | .
L = o
73 Lj g—ﬂ‘i: g 4
T heos Q
1o P @ s (o]
< S—
J:63 J
‘Priest ts Mother... =
125 (Priest comforts Mo e]r,) rit molto 94 rit.
_ A )
P’ A . T 3 - T % - ) )
)-8 ] ] s 3 I 2 s 3
D) \ \ [
Girl.
(from the Ve%
0 mp RN o i .
= N gi#e | f T % ) )
W 1 NN ¥ i i 3 — I 3 - ) )
4 g = P % %
X #® < 1 I 3 I 3
oJ ‘ '
I should n't havetold him an y thing
mp ~ .
ﬂf o ﬂf ) He
. i f % i f 1 e
L o A — > M - — i TR S —— = 1 I i i ) )
7 Q 4 & ¥ — 1 [ a® @1 ' 1 I %
(o] = 3 ) I — i I 3 ' s 3
T Y Ve
A young Girl J but I'm an
125 J =63 _ rit molto 94 rit.
h [— L hd
P e ) > M- ) f ./ D)
y < < [ 27 I ¥ — s 3 - ()
(N Q L@ Hg — - & 7% %
ANIVAe ] L S - A — S 3 S 3
oJ . @ -
s % |7
y4 _— ST~
AN —
BN by 4. I
4 lla < - d Y ] )/ D)
)4 - [ 2 2 He i ¥ — i 3 - )
7 /- #®  — & ./ %
(o] i 3 i S 3 S 3

11



(Nurse 2, who has heard him from
the Vestibule, enters carefully)

(Patient attempts to restrain himself

ery agitated, somewhat possessed, 1 ! |
(rery g; teempo ewhat possessed) J _ Nurse 2: Yes? at first, but again becomes agitated)
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Mother

Nurse 2

Patient
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Mother

Priest
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(Mother to the Priest, in the Chapel)
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Nurse 2

Patient

Pno.

Mother

Nurse

Priest
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(still doing her best to calm) ﬁ_ J _
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The Patient calms down. Nurse 2 watches him for a moment. Convinced he
has calmed himself and is through arguing, Nurse 2 leaves. The scene shifts
back to the Chapel, where the Priest has kept the Mother from leaving.
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Ignoring the Priest, retreating from the discussion

(looking at the picture) and stepping away, the Mother drifts into a state of

J rit. poco a poco remembrance... the other parts of the set fall out of time...
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(remembering, then clarifying)
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(after learning more about the Mother and Donor, the Priest finds himself more emotionally involved,
(retreating into her own world again...) these emotions begin to superceede the "direct approach"” charge from the Doctor to one of a more
o personal tone.)
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*Mother: (...imploring)

You could decide,
Couldn't you?...

Please... won’t you decide?

Priest: I'm sorry. I
want to help you... but it’s
not my decision to make.

Mother: (Pause) Who made
it mine, Father? ...
Who made it mine?

then responding to the Priest's offer to help)
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Priest: (pause, then
quietly, solemnly)
Your Daughter
made it yours.
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Orderly:

(not used to this kind of role)  (Then a little conspiratorially)

Oh, don't worry sir, §ometimes. .. They've got all
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(Expressive and legato, not so fast that words are

forced, but not to drag, forward moving)
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(taking time... then moving... to Tempo)
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I can't see it I'm  scared scared of what's hap pening to me
329 ~
L ~
o} | \ A H :
™ go N— G S y a0 12— 3 D a— %4
- P — [ < — Q] 'y P [SHP Py T A Py %
S ‘ ¥ ) n'\L\I’?\L (o M (o M| Am— (o] = — S 3
~ ¢ /j h?#; f
Pno. mp —— _p<mf — E— — pp />
. r r
~— = T I —— o
ra O o V| -~ - P N T B 0 Pl [ y, 1)) o - Y %
o) ot D i 12K (o A K0 ¥ y 20 14— e o« a® y 20 y 20 i 3
7 Q ) ® i Q P P Q1 P P P %
O - ﬁﬁ D e (o J— -
FT e T — i
(searching deeper) Jowly, freel f —_
slowly, freely %
333 - . P Q mp——
63 rit. ) — > ~
N Z W, [)) blﬂ\n\‘ ﬂﬁﬁ\' \' I ———
bl [ 3 - Tl v y 20 ¥ 7T ¢) ] /| I I ¥ [ — —
7 7 <) P P Y Q1 | A—— T I P  — —- -
i 3 — o i b
Patient
) I'm scared of dy ing and I'm
_ slowly, freely
63 . _ ~
#Q rit.
EECRIN # é/_ﬁ\/—-\é — _ -~
) ity EE Fy A > -
ﬁ ﬂ g E;\ - - & c sﬁs‘ﬁ—é—é— g —— g ————
T [ : . D\/rv rv
_ =
Pno. »p — mf ~ P f
.
) T ) e e ~ > ——0
, — . . D o o ..
o - 7, 1)) q f f f
= 5 H“E e 2= D Y Za X0 y 20 y 20 I I I
7 7 e . S P P i i i
- s . v

30



Orderly
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(increasingly uncomforatable)
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(The Doctor again heads toward the Chapel door from the O.R. to check with the Priest. At the same time, Nurse 1 enters the Patient’s
Room and interrupts the Patient and Orderly. The Orderly leaves quickly at the first line of Nurse 1. Nurse 1 was followed by the
Patient's Wife, who stops at the Vestibule, she is uneasy about seeing him. The Patient does not see her).
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(to Priest, not wanting to be heard by the Mother) (The Doctor leaves the Chapel and makes his way back to the O.R. entering midway through mm. 362)
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(Wife comes into the scene while Nurse 1 (Wife interrupts from the doorway, with an overbearing demeanor,
attempts to examine the Patient, he is resistant) compensating for her uneasiness in seeing him like this)
(Nurse 1 cont.)
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(The appearance of his Wife surprises the Patient. Stunned into silence for a moment, (His eyes glued to his Wife, the Patient relents and allows
he is unsure as to what to do or say. He stares at her.) Nurse 1 to do her job. At the same time, the focus shifts to
the Operating Room..........
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(Priest again becomes frustrated with the Doctor)

Nurse 1: We have to kn

ow how you're doing...

(Patient not complient)
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... where the Resident is continuing her review of the eqtipment/proceedure.

The Doctor re-enters. Nurse 1 leaves Patient's Room when finished. R,e sident: . .
It's all very impressive...
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The Resident's Aria is dedicated to
Margaret Alkek Williams
for her transformational support of the
arts and medicine communities of Houston

(Resident continues moving downstage alone, removed from the action. The Doctor listens from a distance)
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Doctor

Pno.

Pno.

Pno.

(The Resident waits a moment for them to return to their work and for the Doctor to recover from his outburst.)
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...the scene shifts back to the Patient's Room. The Wife moves closer to his bed. The Doctor returns to the OR at c. mm 496)

*Patient: (to Wife - detached)
What brings you here?

Wife:

The Doctor asked me to come. Pno.
Patient:

...Ididn't ask him to do that.

Wife: I (know)...
(pause, music resumes)
Why didn’t you tell me
you were so sick?

Patient: (angry at first)
You've been gone almost
two years...

(then, softening)

It hasn't been easy for me.

Pno.

Wife: It hasn't been easy for
me either...

(reflecting)

since the (accident...)

(realizing what she has said,
the Wife looks at him
make eye contact, then Patient Wife
pulls away, becoming upset)

** Patient: (pause - his tone ~ Pno-

changing) 1 don't know if I'm
supposed to go through with
this...

Wife: (becomes concerned...)
The Doctor says you don't
have a choice.

Patient: That's not what I
mean... shouldn't a Heart...

a second chance... be given to
someone who deserves it?

Wife: (concerned)

This isn’t about what you
deserve or don't deserve!
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(The scene opens up to include both the Patient's Room and the Chapel, where the Priest is still with the Mother.)
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(as his relationahip with the Mother evolves, and gaining confidence from the Bible, the Priest finds direction in his call to council... in the "spirit of giving")
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(The focus shifts to the Chapel, while Doctor and Nurse 2 continue calming the Patient, monitoring equipment and checking readouts in the Patient's Room)
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condition)
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(Mother hands the photo to Priest - as if
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(The Resident steps out of the O.R. action further downstage. Nurses, Orderly, and Patient (asleep, being centered and prepared under O.R. lights)
are in O.R. The Priest (holding photo) leaves the Chapel, headed to the O.R., to find the Doctor as the Doctor makes his way toward the Chapel where
they meet in-between (c. mm 768). Mother remains in the Chapel after mm 762 and Priest stays outside Chapel door after mm 770.
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*(Per Director, Priest may look at photo after giving Doctor the answer / Priest
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Doctor (cont.): (addressing the team in the O.R...)
We're finally ready! (Doctor enthusiastically joins Nurses, Orderly and Patient in O R...
Doctor, Nurses, and Orderly leave stage...

Lights slowly dim in O.R....
Patient is left in O.R. under a dim sterile light)
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bathed in a low light. The Patient's Wife enters, makes her way to the Patient's Room and discovers
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---All join Chorus at m.805 beat 3 / m.806 on "that", except Wife and Patient, they may join after complete blackout m.824)
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Breath of Life

Act 11

Low lights come up in the Operating Room. The Patient (a representation, whose head is stage left) is surrounded by the Doctor, Resident, Nurse 1 and
2. Nurse 1 and Resident assist the Doctor on either side of him, Nurse 1 on his right, Resident on his left, all three facing the audience behind Patient.
Nurse 2 manages and is positioned near the anesthesia equipment and bypass machine placed near the Patient's head. Nurse 2 is assisted by the
Orderly when he is present. The operation is about to begin and final checks of surgical tools, measurements, equipment, sterile gowns (to be worn by

Doctor, Resident, and Nurse 1), etc. are being made. In the Observation Deck, the Patient's Wife watches. The Donor's Mother sits alone in the Chapel.
The Priest and Orderly are off stage.
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* Doctor: (to Nurses/Resident in Operating Room) Our team is removing the Donor Heart now. When it arrives, we will have less
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...work on the Patient. The Doctor begins to recite checklists as they proceed, all follow the Doctor's instructions.)
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(hangs up, then to the Doctor)

(The Operating Room resumes its former activity, each
attends to their task while watching the Doctor intently)
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Lets go everyone... the clock is ticking...
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(Orderly enters, showing a moderately sized "7-eleven" ice chest. Everyone turns to look at him. He

puts it down and opens it near the OR table in a visible place for all to see, then takes a supportive
J -6 role on the left of Nurse 2. The ice chest occupies a brief focus for all) Doctor: Lets move quickly...
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Nurse 1: Yes Doctor. (the OR resumes activity.)
Doctor: Pressure?...
Nurse 1: Holding....
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Doctor: Start the bypass machine...
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Nurse 2: Pump on...

- 1
. ‘ = 0 Y
Wife . £ — } & FS H
= \ - 1 o o) o)
\Q) ~
car ry it a round in a cooler?
_ T >
924, . —_ J #
T R e— m # {‘\\ | o — =T # '5 %
- - e Ok \ o
p— = gere T — — >
flemy AR - V=
e ¢ S >/P\/
v j jﬂi : ‘
o = 2o = 3:s 9
7 2 o (SF-dd fr— (<]
i ; i ” o Py = \ i (o]
———————————————————————— —— ) "
P
Priest: (10 Wife) (*Nurse 1 removes the Donor Heart from the ice chest...
. It's just mf rit.
_A proceedure... mp_ = ) —
wife [FA=9 - I — — -
\\iV e 1
e — \ 4 ¥—be
It just seems a lit tle dis re spect ful
> >
027 rit.
__ ~ - [ — — . .
o} q- OF . l?ox. bf = ’
P 4 Y- - 0 I — e — \ 4
A )T Ee——— — — | 0 B — — \ o
(oo W Il F Dize 0 < Y A ——— ‘ Q
\.j’ = B \ = =
> - »p
Fno. } 77’}7
/—\
— D ——— .
P b, | ————— 8 g
99 . pae i e te— G- . bie- 5
78 S = (7Y f— L — T PO ="
(o BAY bv I 17 bl N 5 N 0y
e _— —
< p mf P
...placing it in a silver bowl on the OR table...) ~54 rit. J: 94
931 molto mp ——— p/\ 0 @
_ f) I I hd | |
. 7= ) be 1) ) b \ \ 1) )
wife |2 = = i — T ———— 2 b ‘ I
\\J} (0} i 1% e 37 I I = 3 f\—/‘—H
J it looks so life less S0
el e
ba T o J-
931 £ b o = hg '3 be- o) o) =94
E L Cs 5 = £ ¥ £ F r
9 " b o % oq o ablge )
A3 3 — 5 == ot . . 5
\QJ)/ (o] & ; & ; "  § ! ! ! i ;
Pno. pPp PP ~ A<
—_ | e — _ _ _ _
o) e, — & — o — - @ | b |
7= D) D %g SOy )
y 4 [ o = 0 y
[ {an W <) — /= o Do [ [ 2%
Ve P - Sw-u 0 ! be 1k
o) o— T brvr 14 D\—/f E T

(*A4 possibility to employ a subtle lighting/effect to depict the Heart/life force (c. 929-933),
foreshadowing lighting/effect of Donor/Patient "Dream Scene" beginning pg. 96)




=

935 rit.
/9 [y - o =
wife |fan—2% % = = %
ANIVAES 3 =X =X
oJ
dead
5 e il _— T e
Priest | £ - 3 X e e e fe P8 o o r—CF £ 5
\r\';jm % %< PS i ILV‘é‘ d‘ D_@#V o = = =5 —7 g\l d‘ } \ %
Science tells us it's on ly  muscles and tis sue but it's so much
935 > rit. mn
A p—
p” A Y )R 7] 1 I ! o . — 1 =
. A I [ Y I Y 2 ) D@ D o)
[ fan Y/ I /] 1 1D7 "?—ﬁ I PN | 7 I %
ANV - i - b o o D U \ i 3
PY) e I’b% b = =
Pno. f >—4/ mp T - -
2 —
N R 2 R — ba L,BJ b—:
: e — ) 1 - — ¥ T e = i — 9
yi y /1 /A PN | yA 1] P P yi I I
x I D& I ! kS §
= |4 = I I |4 =
Doctor: Now...for those of you here to learn, this part is just like
039 S >3 P J7 63 any other bypass proceedure....(fo Nurse 2) pressure? Nurse 2: still holding...
rit.
- h | > /‘ﬁ L \
. ] I I T 6» N I /1 [ 6
Priest T— ¢ | = 4 = &
i - 4 \ oo 1 = I e 3 3
= f 4 Y .
more isn't it
J e -
939 > =63 zﬁ/—\ .ﬁ ‘e o e
o — rit.
#:h-h?@ z prre “Cele e dor .
)9 — | 61t Fe=— IRV ro iy
=X I AT 3 yA yi =®x =X
© ===
Pno. y 4 f? ¥4 _<”f p
—_
A
S — )b _
P | — | | P— L ) 2. ———— ——— |
o B —| |1 [ 1 () I | I L v % T = . ()
hdl N g T & g ~ I I oy ~
7 ) - b i A — / " A
k> 3 (7] Vi T k> J1 I ) > J1 ~ k> 3
> \ pe # 12 VIR o >
> A ? >
>

1’\

S
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(Wife buries her head in her hands, the

Priest tries to comfort her as best as he can)
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(Resident has removed

Doctor: (fo Resident) herself out of the action.
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Doctor: Reflexes?... Doctor!?  Resident: (hearing the Doctor, attempting to rejoin the activites)

J J Reflexes?... (moving back to check the Patient)
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...then looks toward the floor, this is all seen by the Wife)
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Wife: What the hell is she doing?...

(leaning in to look)

She can't do that!

(Resident continues to move out of the action altogether, although keeps watching from outside of the OR. Nurse 1 takes the Residents...
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Doctor
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Doctor
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Resident

Doctor
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Doctor (cont.):

rit.
to release the clamps... (working) (released) they're off...
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(Doctor steps back from the table, everyone in the OR watches him,
the Resident begins to step forward with curiosity)
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let the blood fill the new Heart and now we wait
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uestionin, . .
J (4 g:) — (interpreting)
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) Doctor:
Orderly (nervous): Doctor, no pulse yet... pressures dropping... Keep warming
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beat?
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Doctor: (looking at monitor, frustrated)
it's a basic anatomical reaction!..

if I've done my job... I shouldn't have to shock the Heart. J (becoming uneasy)
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Orderly: (looking at monitor) Wife: (agitated) Doctor: (his resolve begins to weaken) Nurse 1 (alarmed):
J: 63 Doctor... pressure continues to drop.... something's wrong (pausing...) it should have happened by now... Doctor... were losing him...
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Doctor (still more concerned): o — e —— 54O n= 1 gL 4
It's supposed to remember %‘v 4 f' = — = e . 4
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Nurse 1 (more alarmed): ~
He's dying e g - - X - 3 - 4
VA /! /1 /1
x x kS 3
Doctor (to Nurse): We'll have
to shock the heart... (renewed
energy) its the only way...
defibrilator! a tempo _
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remember. Pno. p
Doctor (Forcefully to 5): ‘;i - t"% - § - {;)
Resident): You dont 4 < 3 1 <
understand, its not going to
work on its own this time, . o
we'll have to force the Heart to (OR starts to fade to back, lights slowly fading, (Patient emerging downstage left between
beat... it's his only chance. Donor "Dream Scene" lights emerge in front walkway) ”ll)elieve in that!" and "But he's dying...)
(to Nurse 1) Defibrilator!! 1093 g n n accet. w3 }‘
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remember how to beat"... L = - be. . e | P 4 g :
Believe in that Doctor... 6 — 3 1 9— ] j %
believe in that! i 3 i 3 i 3 T T i 3
(while Resident pleads, Nurse
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defibrilator paddles) _ 3 y
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Resident): But he's dying... \'j/ E ‘ : = 1 TI } ! i 4
(to himself) where did I fail?! -
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(the Doctor takes the —

defibrilator paddles and moves Am’i — o — _
toward the Patient, Resident, ‘ . — Nl m 8ﬂ ? f e
t ! !

watching in disbelief, then

> b 1 ! j 1 1 3
pleading with the Doctor, i - ‘ = 4
frantic, and forcing herself B
toward him)
Resident: Please... have faith!... 1099 J_: 63 rit. -~
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When dialogue stops, time stands still in OR (optional: depicted by the hands of a large clock, positioned visibly in the OR, and keeping time up to this point, stopping), lights
further dim, and all characters are frozen on stage.

*Beginning at mm 1093, and overlapping with dialogue, a gauzy light begins to permeate the front downstage area (optional: foreshadowed by the same light/effect used when
the Donor Heart is exposed in mm. 929-933 and Patient's Heart is removed in mm. 966-971). This light has a focal point that comes from offstage downstage right, i.e. it is
stronger at that end. It pulls people toward it in its intensity and beauty. After a moment, the Patient emerges downstage left between "believe in that!" and "But he's dying...
(c. 1095). At first he seems confused, unsure of where he is. He looks around and sees nothing. For several moments, he seems to be waiting or wanting something to happen...
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...After a moment, the Donor's voice can be heard singing "Mother", her voice emerging from the light, stage right, mm. 1103. The Patient looks around to try and find the source
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(OR should be frozen by this point)
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of the voice. Initially, he can find nothing, then the Donor emerges from the light, stage right, c. mm. 1106. He sees her at the end of mm. 1108. The Donor is searching for her Mother
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and is unsure of the place that she is in. It is everywhere and nowhere at the same time. She continues to search and call for her Mother, but finds nothing. From downstage left the
Patiet approaches. He wonders if this could be his own daugthter, but does not speak to her at first to make sure. After a few moments (c. mm. 1110) she sees and speaks to him.
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(Thinking of the trip she is about to take with her Mother,

J - 63 the Donor becomes excited and is eager to tell the Patient)
115 mp take time now more conversational
o) )
Donor
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14
Donor: (mature beyond her age, but
also with some humor) (pause)
That's a big city to us you know... (Patient nods and smirks)
were from Paris... mf
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1159 take time
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(dancing/swaying)

(expansive)
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(delicate then intensifying)
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(The Patient turns away from the Donor,
as he knows he must soon tell her the truth)
f (conversational)
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(Donor - in reflective thought)
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Donor (cont.): help me find her?.... (searching)
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Patient: I dont

Donor:

Mother,... where are you?  think she's here... Has she gone somewhere?..

(Patient considers
how to respond)
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Mother

Priest

Pno.

Mother

Priest

Pno.

Mother

Pno.

Patient:
no... but I think

(Donor looks curiously at Patient, then Patient and Donor are startled by the voices of the Mother

(in the Chapel, low light) and the Priest (in the Observation Deck, low light), they listen. Throughout
the rest of this Act, the Donor and Patient can hear, but not see, the Priest, Mother and Wife, and the
Priest, Mother and Wife cannot hear or see the Donor and Patient.)
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Donor:

J I dont
- ; derstand?..
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"Her Heart gave life to another?.."
(confused, to Patient)
Why did she say (that?)
(begin music)
Patient: (slowly)
(that?) I think I'm supposed Donor: (further confused) )
J to receive your Heart... I'm going to give you my heart? (lost in thought)
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Patient: I'm sick... The doctors said it was my only hope... I didnt ask for it...

slowly, take time accel. dramatic
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. ~ . .
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I E‘J ” — % her knees) I'm... right... here

(the Patient stands and watches her; it is an
awkward moment for him, he doesn't know what to
do. After a few beats, the Donor begins to recover)

A Donor: (looking at Patient, who is frozen)
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7
) Patient: (comforting, not convinced, but trying to

make her feel better) You are a dreamer, but you
may be right?... being here, now... I guess anything
could be possible...

(suddenly the Donor has an impulse... She sits up,
slowly at first, -music starts, m. 1249- then rushes
109 over to the Patient)



(Expressive and legato,
not so fast that words are
forced, but forward moving)

Donor: (urgently)
Listen to me!

(taking time... then moving... to Tempo)
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Donor:
Won't you help her...
won't you do that for me?

(The Patient considers this for several moments. He turns away.
When he turns back, there is a look of distinct sadness in his face)
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. g
Patient 2
one time I dreamed like you do I don't re mem ber that man
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(Sweetly, delicate)
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slowly, freely
P =

expressive

Where is she now?

)

Donor: Your daughter?
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. S
(Donor conszders Patient's situation then pleads) slowly, freely
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bring my Mo ther life something I can't do now you could bring life bring
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(Lights rise in Observation Deck. Donor and Patient are interrupted by the voices of the Priest and the Patient's Wife.
The Priest is consoling the Wife in the Observation Deck.)

a tempo
J Priest: Wife:
=@¢3 toy... (to Wife, deep in thought) (pause, emotional)
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Patient: Maybe its not going so well.
Donor (interrupting): Wait...
Wife: (recovering) Do you know what Priest: Tell me...
J\,: a miracle is father? Tt molto
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1342

a tempo

p——mp

Priest shakes
his head "no"

Wife
Pno.
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(The Patient, embarrassed, turns away from the Donor. The Donor continues to look in the direction of the Priest and the Patient's Wife)
Majestic
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(Patiet then separates from Donor, looking back at the direction of Wife's voice, expecting to hear her again, then turns away)
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(to Patient): Priest:
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don't Love Patient: do those things Wife:
much, do you? Maybe even less that I thought... you know... I know Father, but
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Pno.

Wife

Pno.

Wife

Pno.

Wife

Pno.

Wife (cont.):
the Donor? Priest: It was a child... a young girl.

o

Wife: (touching something deeper)
How old was she, Father?

I
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Priest: In her teens I was told, a

car accident... (Wife moving away from him)
Priest: What is ‘it?
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Wife

Priest

Pno.

Wife

Pno.

Wife

Patient

Pno.

J

(shaking her head "No")
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Wife

Priest

Pno.

Wife

Pno.

Wife

Pno.

g

(The lights dim on the Wife and the Priest. The Patient still has his back to the Donor. Left alone, the
Donor watches the Patient. It is clear that he is crying. After a moment, she goes over to him. At first a
little hesitant, she then hugs him from behind. They stand like this for several moments downstage center)

(joining reluctantly at first... then embracing)

rit.
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Donor: Maybe I pushed you too hard... I only wanted something for my Mother...
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(Wife's and Priest's singing is in

the background until dialogue
ends, then comes to the fore)
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Wife

Priest

Pno.

Wife

Priest

(Mother)
Wife

Priest

Pno.

(Donor and Patient seperate, and stand

Donor: (cont.)
She's always cared for me.

staring at each other for a few moments)

Patient:
My Wife has always cared for me too...

—
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Patient: (cont.) and then has an impulse)
I wish I could show her how much that has meant to me... Could it really be our decision..
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(Lights begin to slowly rise in the Chapel. The Donors Mother is standing at the cross. She has

reconciled her Daughter's death...) (that...)
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(The lights very slowly rise
in the Operating Room,
beginning in mm 1429 and
by mm 1447 they are full)

. to help both of them?..

Donor:
What do you mean?

Patient:

My wife and I used to talk
about how we would see the
world together...

(pause)

what if we could still do
(that...)

(pause)

what if we could share that
with your mother?

(Donor is struck by the
Patients suggestion/offer
and the voice of her Mother)



(The Donor realizes what she and the Patient have agreed to, excitedly, she rushes
toward her Mother's voice, mm 1432, calls to her, mm 1433... the Patient watches.)
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(suggested pedal)
...Doctor takes the paddles, he approaches the Patient, he is visibly spent, fixed on the Patient he raises the paddles nervously... the flatline is accentuated on monitor.. then,

suddenly, he hesitates (is he pulling back? is he giving life a last chance?), all eyes fixed on him and his eyes fixed on the Heart... (pause) a pulse... paddles still in the air, he
looks at the Resident, then up to the Observation Deck, then back at the Heart, he is stunned, he slowly lowers the paddles to his side... % The monitors come back to life...
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...The Resident sees that the Heart has resumed beating and steps back, the Doctor puts aside the defibrilator paddles and moves in to assess the Patient. At the same time, in
the Observation Deck, the Patient's Wife and Priest take notice of the new surge of activity in the OR. As if sensing that something has been made right, the Resident, at first
looks up and sees the Priest and the Wife in the Observation Deck. Seeing them, she moves back to assist the Doctor, At the same time, the Donor slowley fades into the light
stage right and the lights fade in the Chapel)
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Doctor: (working, then looking at Resident,
considering what has happened, but not showing emotion)

Doctor: Back to work people! Back to work. (the Orderly and Nurses scurry back to activity)

Resident: Thank you Doctor... Thank you. Doctor..., you'll close please.
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(the Doctor slowly leaves the Operating Room, takes off his sterile gown, and begins to make his way toward the Observation Deck (the
Resident steps up to lead the team). On his way there, he stops and reflects. He is either in or near the Vestibule...
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(...this is the first time the Doctor becomes
emotionally expressive in a personal way.)
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(The end of the Doctor's aria overlaps with the beginning of the Residents aria. As the Doctor finishes, he continues to make his way to the Observation Deck, the Priest begins
to make his way to the Chapel to check on the Mother, they passes each other and shake hands. The Doctor stops outside the entryway to the Observation Deck and Priest
outside the Chapel at mm 1500. In the meantime, the Resident continues to finalize the proceedure. As she does, she sings to herself and to the Nurses and Orderly around her)
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(We see the Doctor enter Observation deck and Priest enter Chapel at mm. 1505. The Doctor embraces the Patient's Wife, they continue to
observe the proceedings in the OR. At the same time, the Priest enters, and focus turns to, the Chapel. He finds the Mother asleep. He offers a
comforting touch as he passes. His expression changes to concern as he moves toward the cross, seeking guidance. The Mother, who wakes when
she hears the Priest praying, senses the procedure has worked. The Mother and Wife (both standing now) then join Priest, all posing their own
innermost questions (during the trio) - not directed to each other, yet part of a communial consience,.. in ensemble, either to a higher power, or
seeking a greater understanding of themselves in the face of their experince.)
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(offstage, or possibly seen illuminated

Mother (to Priest): I'd like to see him...

on the set/stage, recalling the lighting

of the heart and dream scene)
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...to lead the Donor's Mother toward the Observation Deck - it becomes clear to the audience where they are going. Then lights fade)
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