I. “We Hold These Truths”
Actor: To the task of composing the American Declaration of Independence from England, Benjamin Franklin, the
internationally respected senior member of the Continental Congress, quickly declined, stating, “I make it a policy
never to write documents subject to editing by others.” John Adams, the seasoned and experienced politician, was then
called upon. Adam's said, “There are three reasons why I should not accept this honor: first, I am disliked and
obnoxious, so the document would lack credibility; second, it should be written by a Virginian; and third, Thomas
Jefferson is ten times a better writer than I.” The daunting task then fell upon me at the early age of 33 years. I
composed the draft in 1776 over a 17 day period in a hotel room in Philadelphia. Among the activities which helped
focus and inspire my mind and words during this period was music – the playing of my violin.
Tenor/Soprano/Chorus: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of Independence, with edits by Franklin and Adams

Artist: John Trumbull, Oil on canvas, 12’ x 18’, Commissioned in 1817 and placed in the Rotunda in 1826.
Delivering the Declaration to Congress

II. “Jefferson and Liberty”

Chorus/Soprano/Tenor: Rejoice, Columbia's sons, rejoice, To tyrants never bend the knee, But join with heart, and
soul and voice, For Jefferson and Liberty. His country's glory, hope and stay, In virtues and in talents tried; Now rises
to assume the sway, O'er freedom's temple to preside. From Georgia up to Lake Champlain, From seas to Mississippi's
shore; Ye sons of freedom loud proclaim, The Reign of Terror is no more. Rejoice-Columbia's sons, rejoice, To tyrants
never bend the knee, But join with heart, and soul and voice, For Jefferson and Liberty.

Actor: “A rising nation, spread over a wide and fruitful land, traversing all the seas with the rich productions of their
industry, engaged in commerce with nations who feel power and forget right, advancing rapidly to destinies beyond the
reach of mortal eye – when I contemplate these transcendent objects, and see the honor, the happiness, and the hopes of
this beloved country committed to the issue, and the auspices of this day, I shrink from the contemplation, and humble
myself before the magnitude of the undertaking. Utterly, indeed, should I despair did not the presence of many whom I
here see remind me that in the other high authorities provided by our Constitution I shall find resources of wisdom, of
virtue, and of zeal on which to rely under all difficulties. To you, then, gentlemen, who are charged with the sovereign
functions of legislation, and to those associated with you, I look with encouragement for that guidance and support
which may enable us to steer with safety the vessel in which we are all embarked amidst the conflicting elements of a
troubled world.”
Chorus/Soprano/Tenor: Rejoice, Columbia's sons, rejoice, To tyrants never bend the knee, But join with heart, and
soul and voice, For Jefferson and Liberty. Hail! long expected glorious day, Illustrious memorable morn: That
freedom's fabric from decay, Secures - for millions yet unborn. Here, free as air's expanded space, To every soul and
sect shall be; That sacred privilege of our race, The worship of the Deity. Rejoice, Columbia's sons, rejoice, To tyrants
never bend the knee, But join with heart, and soul and voice, For Jefferson and Liberty.
Actor: “But every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle. We have called by different names brethren of
the same principle. We are all Republicans; we are all Federalists. If there be any among us who would wish to dissolve
this Union or to change its republican form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of the safety with which error of
opinion may be tolerated where reason is left free to combat it.”
“Let us, then, with courage and confidence pursue our own Federal and Republican principles; …equal and exact
justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or political; peace, commerce, and honest friendship with
all nations, entangling alliances with none;”
“the support of the State governments in all their rights, as the most competent administrations for our domestic
concerns and the surest bulwarks against anti-republican tendencies;.. the preservation of the General Government in its
whole constitutional vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace at home and safety abroad; a jealous care of the right of
election by the people, and a mild and safe corrective of abuses which are lopped by the sword of revolution where
peaceable remedies are unprovided;”
“absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the majority, the vital principle of republics, from which is no appeal
but to force, the vital principle and immediate parent of despotism; a well disciplined militia, our best reliance in peace,
and for the first moments of war, till regulars may relieve them;”
“the supremacy of the civil over the military authority; and economy in the public expense, that labor may be
lightly burthened; the honest payment of our debts and sacred preservation of the public faith; encouragement of
agriculture, and of commerce as its handmaid; and the diffusion of information and arraignment of all abuses at the bar
of the public reason;”
“freedom of religion; freedom of the press, freedom of person under the protection of the habeas corpus, and trial
by juries impartially selected.”

“These principles form the bright constellation which has gone before us and guided our steps through an age of
revolution and reformation.”
“The wisdom of our sages and blood of our heroes have been devoted to their attainment. These principles should
be the creed of our political faith, the text of civic instruction, the touchstone by which to try the services
of those we trust;”
“and should we wander from these principals in moments of error or of alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps
and to regain the road which alone leads to peace, liberty, and safety.”
“May that Infinite Power which rules the destinies of the universe lead our councils to what is best, and give them
a favorable issue for your peace and prosperity.” (form the 1st Inaugural Address, March 4, 1801)
Chorus/Soprano/Tenor: Here strangers from a thousand shores, Compell'd by tyranny to roam; Shall find, amidst
abundant stores, A nobler and a happier home. Here art shall lift her laurel'd head, Wealth industry and peace divine;
And where dark forests lately spread, Rich fields and lofty cities shine. Rejoice, Columbia's sons, rejoice, To tyrants
never bend the knee, But join with heart, and soul and voice, For Jefferson and Liberty. Let foes to freedom dread the
name, But should they touch the sacred tree, Twice fifty thousand swords would flame, For Jefferson and Liberty.
Rejoice, Columbia's sons, rejoice, To tyrants never bend the knee, But join with heart, and soul and voice, For Jefferson
and Liberty.

Portrait of Thomas Jefferson by Rembrandt Peale in 1800

III. Freedom of Thought
Actor: The University of Virginia. “A University to be governed by the principles of Virginia’s Statute for Religious
Freedom, stating; religious liberty for all, separation between church and state, and, whereas Almighty God hath
created the mind free, the freedom of thought”.
Tenor, Soprano and Chorus: “the freedom of thought”.
Actor: “A University to develop the reasoning faculties of our youth, (Soprano: whereas Almighty God hath created
the mind free) enlarge their minds, cultivate their morals, enlighten them with mathematical and physical sciences,
which advance the arts, administer to health, and form them to habits of reflection and correct action, rendering them,
examples of virtue to others.”
Tenor, Soprano and Chorus: “examples of virtue to others, and of happiness within themselves.”
Actor: “These are the objects of that higher grade of education, the benefits and blessings to provide for the good and
ornament of our country, the gratification and happiness of our fellow-citizens, of the parent especially, and his
progeny, on which all his affections are concentrated.”
Tenor, Soprano and Chorus: Deo, Alleluia, Amen. Freedom, Alleluia, gonna pray for Freedom, Alleluia.
Actor: “For the construction of the University,.. rather than one large building, I feel it infinitely better to erect small
and separate pavilions, of a variety of appearance, no two alike, so as to serve as specimens for the architectural
lectures... These Pavilions, each housing accommodations for a professor and his classroom, and flanked by
dormitories,... shall be inspired by the classical architecture of ancient Rome, where “taste, genius, and magnificence
excite ideas,”

“The whole of these Pavilions arranged around an open square of grass and trees would make it what a university
should be in fact,... an academic village.”
With construction nearly complete, on March 7, 1825, flanked by my dear friends and fellow university trustees,
James Madison and James Monroe, I filled with joy to welcome our first students... This was one of the proudest and
happiest days of my life.
Chorus/Soprano: Deo Gratias, Freedom, Amen.
Actor: The coming of the 4th reminds me of the freedoms that allowed us to create this University. I would remind my
students that the “object of the Declaration was not to find out new principles, or new arguments, never before thought
of, but to place before mankind the common sense of the subject, in terms so plain and firm as to command their assent,
it was intended to be an expression of the American mind and to give to that expression the proper tone and spirit called
for by the occasion.”
Tenor, Soprano and Chorus: “We hold these truths to be self-evident.”
Actor: Yet, as our generation is judged by future generations, the successes birthed upon our nation by the Declaration,
will be balanced (Soprano: “whereas Almighty God hath created the mind free”) even overshadowed, by our failures,
our inability to act, to right the injustices done to these enslaved men and their families, who helped build this country,
our university, and who provided for its prosperity. My friends and colleagues, “We have a wolf by its ear, and we can
neither hold him, nor safely let him go. Justice is in one scale, and self-preservation in the other.” We must ask
ourselves… Do we hold these truths to be self-evident?
Tenor, Soprano and Chorus: “That all men are created equal.”
Actor: “I have done for my country and for all mankind all that I could do.” It is my deepest desire that the children of
this University may lead our nation to fully realize the dream of America for All, and, "as testimonials that I have lived,
remember me, as I wish most to be remembered, as the Author of the Declaration of American Independence, the
Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom, and the Father of the University of Virginia.”
Tenor, Soprano and
Chorus: Freedom, Alleluia,
gonna pray for Freedom,
Alleluia. Deo Gratias, Amen.
“We hold these truths to be
self evident, that all Men are
created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty,
and the Pursuit of Happiness”.
Equal, Happiness, Freedom!

Performance of the University of Virginia Suite from “Thomas Jefferson; The Making of America.” Rotunda,
University of Virginia, October 6, 2017. In celebration of the 200th anniversary of the laying of the first cornerstone of
the University by Thomas Jefferson.

